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Western dastion ANSS, Meets August 25-29 


Members of the Western Section, 
ANSS, have an unusual opportunity 
August 25-29 when the Pacific Division 
of AAAS (postponing their annual June 
meeting) and The American Institute of 
Biological Sciences will hold joint meet- 
ings on the campus of Stanford Univer- 
sity, Palo Alto, California. Scientists 
from many fields will be in attendance 
and the programs will be outstanding. 


Dr. Howard L. Cogswell, Mills Col- 
lege, Oakland, California, vice-president 
of the Western Section, ANSS, is Pro- 
gram Chairman for the August meeting 
of the Section. 

The program will include most of the 
traditional features of the annual June 
meetings of the Section such as the koda- 
chrome evening, field trip and business 
meeting. There will also be  co- 
sponsorship of several sessions of other 
organizations of allied interests and maxi- 
mum time for members to attend sessions 
of special individual interest. A detailed 
program will be sent out later. The fol- 
lowing dates are probably certain: 

August 26 or 27 — Two sessions by 
National Association Biology Teachers. 

August 28—All-day Refresher Course 
in Animal Behavior. 

August 29— Afternoon Symposium 
by The Nature Conservancy on “Natural 
Area Preservation.” 

Reservations for housing in dormitory 
should be made with Dr. Yarborough, 
Encina Hall, Stanford University, Palo 
Alto, California. 

Other officers of the Western Section 
are: President, Dr. Arthur H. Nelson, 
San Francisco State College; Secretary- 
Treasurer, Dorothea D. Mulaik, Univer- 
sity of Utah; Representative to Council 
of Pacific Division, AAAS, Bonnie C. 
Templeton, Los Angeles County 
Museum; Appointed Chairman 
for 1957 meeting; Mrs. M. S. Nickels- 


burg, S San Francis and Liaison Reprc- 


sentative for ANSS and NABT, Edith 
Curry, La Mesa, 


California. 


Notes of the Society 


from 


RicHarp L. WEAVER 


Palmer to Prepare History 

As a part of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
celebration of the American Nature Study 
Society, Dr. E. L. Palmer has volunteered 
to prepare an 8-page insert for Nature 
Magazime for next fall which will be 
reprinted, we hope, for use at the annual 
meeting in Indianapolis next December. 

Dr. Palmer's association with the 
Society dates back to the first decade of 
its history and he has known all of the 
people who have been active as leaders 
and members. We look forward to this 
important contribution which will be an 
important milestone in our life as an 
organization. 

Not too many of us are aware that we 
published our own magazine in the early 
days, or that we reached a total of 1100 
members not many years ago. Our list of 
officers will stand out as a who's who of 
the major centers of nature teaching, and 
gardening, and will include many of the 
leaders of elementary science. 

Fiftieth Anniversary Program 

At our annual banquet we will have 
a four-star cast to illustrate special de- 
velopments in the natural history field. 

Dr. Eva Gordon of Cornell Univer- 
sity will summarize the history of nature 
study in the public schools and discuss 
some of the outstanding supervisors and 
leaders of nature study and gardening. 

Dr. Howard Weaver of the University 
of Illinois will cover the highlights of 
the natural history developments in the 
state and national parks and identify the 
influences of some of our members. 


Dr. William Vinal will capture for us 
some of the spirit of the early days in 
camping and describe some of those first 
junkets across the United States, by 
means of slides and a special exhibit to 
be donated to the American Camping 
Association. 

Dr. E. L. Palmer will trace the threads 
of leadership in nature study philosophy 
and show how various teacher training 
centers have been influenced by these 
philosophies. 


Annual Meeting Highlights 


In addition to the special Fiftieth 
Anniversary celebration at the banquet, 
there will be two outstanding symposia 
of naturalists. 

One program will be on the Natural 
History of Indiana and the Midwest, 
while the other will show many ways of 
Stimulating Interest in Nature Study. 
Watch for the list of speakers for these 
two programs in the next issue of the 
News 

The usual showing of kodachromes by 
the members so far includes two special 
features and the field trip to Bradford 
Woods will have the usual array of out- 
standing nature talent to guide us. 

Begin now to make plans for attend- 
ing the meetings and bring some friends 
and students with you. 


Constitutional Revision 


At the annual meeting in New York 
last December the Board of Directors 
recommended and approved some major 
changes in the constitution, and ap- 
pointed a committee of Dr. Eva Gordon 
and Dr. Malvina Trussell to revise the 
constitution in accordance with the 
Board's action. 

These changes have now been incor- 
porated and copies of the old and the 
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proposed constitution will be sent to all 
members as soon as possible for review 

and acceptance. 

Some of the approved changes will be: 
1) the addition of two new officers — 
president-elect, and an additional vice- 
president; 2) the clarification of respon- 
sibilities for all of the ofhcers; 3) the 
simplification of arranging for afhliation ; 
4) and an increase in dues from $1.00 
to $2.00 to take care of increasing costs. 

Book Review Project 

Dr. Eva Gordon of Cornell University 
has undertaken a project which will be 
most useful to ANSS and Cornell Uni- 
versity. 

She will prepare a new annotated list 
of books in natural history for children 
and adults. It will be printed as a Sep- 
tember issue of the Cornell Rural School 
Leaflet and run in serial form in Nature 
Magazine as a contribution of the ANSS 
committee on nature books. 


Dr. Seymour Fowler 
Organizing Membership Campaign 

Dr. Fowler of Iowa State Teachers 
College, Cedar Falls, Iowa, serving as 
Vice President of ANSS has agreed to 
organize an intensive drive for new 
members for ANSS. He would welcome 
volunteers to serve as state or regional 
representatives on a membership com- 
mittee. 

He would also appreciate receiving 
names of individuals or rosters of natural 
history organizations, which can be used 
in this special effort to acquaint more 
people with ANSS. Will you help him 
and us now by forwarding all the names 
of prospects. 


Secretary 
HELEN ROSS 
State Teachers College 
Fitchburg, Massachusetts 


Treasurer 
HOWARD E. WEAVER 
202 Men's Old Gym 
University of Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 


Notes on Membership 


The ANSS has had a great fluctutation 
in membership through the years. Prob- 
ably its greatest peak come hardly a 
decade ago when Dr. Dichard L. Weaver, 
our president, served as secretary and 
took upon himself the task of campaign- 
ing for members. 

The list of membership has been pub- 
lished periodically. The last full list was 
included in the September, 1955, issue 
with new members added in subsequent 
issues. Space is not available to include 
the list of new members in this issue. 
However, the September, 1957, issue will 
include all of the present membership 
with appropriate indication of those new 
to the roster. 

Many more people should belong to 
this fine professional organization and 
each person is urged to get at least one 
of these to join. Have this done before 
September and their names will be in- 
cluded in the fall issue. 


Off the Press 


An excellent bulletin titled ‘Native 
Grasses, Legumes, and Forbs’’ has been 
released in Sections I, II, and III by the 
Phillips Petroleum Company, 466 Adams 
Building, Bartlesville, Oklahoma. These 
are well illustrated and deal with pasture 
and range plants. 


ON THE WATER FRONT is a 20-page 
pamphlet recently issued by the League 
of Women Voters of the United States 
after their study of the many phases of 
the water problem. Mrs. John G. Lee, 
President of the League, points out that 
“There is no simple formula to resolve 
the problems of conservation and devel. 
opment of our water resources . . . but 
there is a need for someone to bridge 
the gap between experts, the special in- 
terest groups and the voters if progress 
in solving our water problem is to be 
achieved. The first step is to get the 


problem stated in all of its ramifications 
and with no preconceived point of view. 
This we believe ‘On the Water Front’ 
does.”’ 

Copies of ON THE Water FRONI 
may be ordered for 25 cents each from 
the League of Women Voters of the 
United States, 1026 17th Street, N.W., 
Washington 6, D. C. 


The Public Relations Department, Ken- 
necott Copper Corporation, 717 Kearns 
Building, Salt Lake City, Utah, has a 
booklet “Utah Copper Story” which deals 
with copper mining and particularly fea- 
turing the world’s largest open pit 
copper mine. 


The American Forest Products Indus- 
tries, Inc., 1816 N. Street, N.W., Wash- 
ington 6, D. C. has a Bibliography of 
Teaching Aids. It lists a Teacher's Man- 
ual, pamphlets and charts on various 
phases of forest study and use, tapes and 
films. 


One of the newest volumes in the Pic- 
tured Key Series is “How to Know the 
Western Trees’ by Harry J. Baerg. It 
includes all important native trees and 
many introduced species cultivated in the 
region extending from Rocky Mountains 
to the Pacific Coast. Price $2.00 in wire 
binding and $2.50 in cloth binding from 
the Wm. C. Brown Co., 915 Main St., 
Dubuque, Towa. 

For the high school teacher of biologi- 
cal or physical science there is available 
Science World, a new magazine to be 
used by students. It is available at $1.00 
per semester from Street and Smith Pub- 
lications, Inc., 575 Madison Avenue, 
New York 22, New York. 


Dr. H. E. Jaques has given more than 
one individual's share of time and service 
toward making the world of nature better 
known to many thousands of people. 
Through his seventeen pictured - key 
Nature Books of which he authored 
seven, he has aided many “How to 
Know” trees, insects, birds, mosses, 
flowers, protozoa, grasses and other 
groups. 

The Naturegraph Company of San 
Martin, California, has recently published 
a revision of THE CALIFORNIA WILDLIFE 
REGIONS by Vinson Brown. This book 
should be of interest to western members 
of ANSS. 


It will be of interest to some to note 
that in late July, 1956, the Senate, fol- 
lowing the lead of the House, created the 
Virgin Islands National Park. 
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Dr. Edward R. Miller has a very in- 
teresting position as assistant director of 
Glen Helen, a natural area extending 
about three miles along the Little Miami 
River from the border of the town of 
Yellow Springs, Ohio, where Antioch 
College is located. This wonderful area 
serves as an outdoor laboratory, a recrea- 
tion and farming demonstration area and 
second growth forest tract. The Scheel 
Forest, started in 1948, is maintained by 
the children of the community. 


The Antioch Physical Education De- 
partment and its students in camp leader- 
ship arrange camping experiences for 
children in the Glen. Dr. Kenneth Hunt, 
director of Glen Helen, points out that a 
very basic value remains to be mentioned 
for such areas. He says that if there is 
any portion of land still in a relatively 
natural state, it should be kept inviolate 
as a primitive area. These reserved areas 
serve as scientific checks in ecological 
research and offer opportunities for all 
aspects of nature study. What is more 
important in these harassed times, they 
are places where we may find the peace 
and beauty that restore perspective and 
renew the spirit. 

A nature program links students at 
Antioch College with residents of Yellow 
Springs. “Town and gown” meet on 
friendly terms in the outdoor world. 
They share an enthusiasm that keeps them 
from flipping matches out of car win- 
dows, gouging trees, or stripping dog- 
wood of their blooms. 


Our good and faithful member, Mrs. 
Janet Nickelburg, is continuing a busy 
program of spreading the philosophy of 
nature study through the radio and tele- 
vision facilities of the San Francisco 
region, That area has been especially 
thankful to her for producing and 
moderating ‘Stop, Look and Listen’ and 
for sharing her knowledge of nature 
study with the boys and girls viewing 
the San Diego City Schools’ Schooltime- 
TV schoolcast. 


Miss Elizabeth Clarke of the Depart. 
ment of Recreation and Parks in Balti- 
more, is continuing a very worthwhile 
program of education as Supervisor of 
Garden and Nature Activities. She is very 
appreciative of the volunteer help who 
have been able to raise the catalogued 
plants of the area to over 400 species. 


Dr. Elmo N. Stevenson, President of 
Southern Oregon College of Education, 
Salem, Oregon, tells of a new publica- 
tion, “Conservation Education in Oregon 


NEWS 


Briefs 


Schools.” This handbook is useful to 
teachers to supplement and implement 
the conservation material in the courses 
of study and includes projects and prob- 
lems on conservation. The material was 
contributed largely by members of the 
American Nature Study Society including 
Dr. Ruth Hopson, one of our past presi- 
dents, and Dr. Stevenson himself. 


LETTER 


Richard H. Pough of the American 
Museum of Natural History has collabor- 
ated with John A. Haeseler in the prep- 
aration of National Parks Series of film- 
strips in superb color. These film strips 
are carefully planned to make available 
the rich teaching materials in our National 
Parks. They are useful in Geography, 
Conservation, Science, Art and Nature 
Study. Details may be obtained from 
HAESELER Pictures, Amity Road, Wood- 
bridge, New Haven 15, Connecticut. 


Charles R. Goslin is to be congratulated 
on his excellent column, “NATURE 
Nores” which appears in the EAGLe- 
GAZETTE in Lancaster, Ohio. The type of 
interpreting of the local scene which he 
carries out is a valuable service to his 
community. 


We note the fine contact which the 
New Jersey State School of Conservation 
maintains with its alumni, most of whom 
are involved in some program requiring 
their leadership in conservation and 
nature study. A Newsletter is issued 
periodically and an annual reunion brings 
together its most enthusiastic members. 


Mrs. Amand R. Powell who is Curator 
of the Walter Elwood Museum at 
Amsterdam, New York writes about a 
busy program. In the Amsterdam schools 
Nature Study and Conservation are cor- 
related with the Elementary science pro- 
gram and take a good share of the time 
in the daily schedule. 

Mrs. Powell as special teacher in  sci- 
ence and nature study visits ten elemen- 
tary schools each month for half a day 
where she teaches grades three through 
six and helps in programming grades one 
and two. 


We gleaned the following information 
from Dr. William B. Clement who 
teaches at State Teachers College at Cort- 
land, New York. 


3 
Field Studies in Conservation’’ has 
proved very popular with graduate and 
in-service at SUNY Teachers College, 
Cortland, New York. Running for three 
wecks following the Summer Session pro- 
gram, full time is devoted to the one 
course. Daylight hours are used for trips 
to varied sites of conservation importance 
where class members hear professionals 
from governmental and private agencies 
dealing with conservation problems. Op- 
portunity for free discussion is enhanced 
by an informal atmosphere and frequent 
noon-time group lunches shared with the 
cooperating specialist(s). Evenings are 
devoted to further discussion of the day's 
experiences. Conservation aspects empha- 
sized include farm crop and food pro- 
duction, management problems and tech- 
niques for soil, water, forests and wild- 
life, and recreational facilities. Wonder- 
ful cooperation has been received from 
all agencies solicited, particularly the 
S.C.S., NYS Colleges of Agriculture and 
Forestry, divisions of the NYS Conserva- 
tion Department, and U. S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 
Enrollment is limited to 20. Each pays 
a $25.00 fee in addition to tuition, which 
former amount covers all group expenses, 
including well over 1000 miles of travel 
in private cars, group meals, and over- 
night lodging when away from campus. 
Instructional philosophy aims at iden- 
tification and understanding of conserva- 
tion problems, which motivates. students’ 
interests. Then reference assignments are 
of maximum significance. 


Just as the manuscript of this issue was 
being completed a letter came from 
Edwin Way Teale telling of his and 
Nellie’s dawn departure on June 8 on 
their long-planned SUMMER TRIP. In 
early June they had returned to Earlham 
College, Richmond, Indiana, of which 
both were graduates, for Edwin to re- 
ceive an honorary Doctor of Letters de- 
gree. Congratulations, Ed! Also for your 
article on the American eagle to be pub- 
lished by Atlantic Monthly in the 
November issue. 


An appreciative letter to the Editor 
from Joe M. Heiser, Jr., of Houston, 
Texas, included several interesting fold- 
ers and brochures telling of the com- 
mendable activities in East Texas of the 
Outdoor Club of Houston which was 
established in 1923. With a roster of over 
450, this club fosters a variety of outdoor 
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interests. Their most important current 
civic project has been the establishment 
of the Little Thicket Nature Sanctuary 
in a portion of the famous Big Thicket. 
The Sanctuary now comprises 454 acres 
and it is planned to extend it to include 
other ecological areas. Joe prepared the 
folders and brochure. 


We would have liked to attend “The 
Conservation Fair’ held April 23 and 
24 which was sponsored and prepared 
by students of Irving C. Keene's room 
at Brookline High School. Its theme was 
“Your Knowledge in Conservation will 
Grow and GROW” and no doubt it did 


for many persons. 


We are happy to announce that one of 
our good members, Edith Curry, is head- 
ing up the ‘Plant Program” of the Audu- 
bon Camp in the High Sierras in Cali- 
fornia. Miss Curry teaches General Sci- 
ence for the Grossmont Union High 
School District at La Mesa, Calif. This 
will be her second year with the Audubon 
Camp. 

Many members of the ANSS avail 
themselves of the fine nature programs 
at the various camps, and when such fine 
staff members as Edith Curry are avail- 
able, a session at an Audubon Camp is 
an enriching experience. 


Miss Mabel James, Field Naturalist 
for the Holland, New York, Museum, 
conducts 8-day summer tours in conser- 
vation. Such conservation features as 
county forest plantations, farm ponds, 
diversion ditches, contour cultivation and 
stream bank stabilization are visited. The 
1957 trip is scheduled for August 24-31 
and will include a tour of the Adiron- 
dacks. 


Dr. Helen B. Ross will teach a two- 
week workshop on Massachusetts Re- 
sources and their use at Fitchburg State 
Teachers College July 1 to 13 with two 
semester hours credit. Class will meet 
from 8:20 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. each day. 
Field activities will be carried out regard- 
less of the weather. Emphasis will be 
placed on techniques for teaching the 
content of the course in public schools. 


A recent new member, Richard Liotta, 
20 Birchwood Drive, Chesterland, Ohio, 
and his wife, Jean, are on the staff of 
Public 


the Cleveland Heights, Ohio, 
School Camp. 
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Lena Feighner teaches freshman Gen- 
eral Science and 7th Grade Science at 
Central Junior High in Kansas City, 
Kansas. An insect unit in which each 
pupil makes a cut-out insect with parts 
in proper proportions creates much in- 
terest. The best models are sent to the 
Science Fair. The projects studied include 
the insect foods of 45 common birds, 
imported insect pests, winter stages of 
common insects and a dictionary of 90 
common insects. 


Western members should inquire of 
Roland C. Ross whether the photog- 
rapher, John Tyler, will show his excel- 
lent color studies of varied life of Cholla 
Bay, Mexico, to interested groups. 


Los Angeles State College offers field 
courses with credit in Desert Study, 
Forest Study, Tropic Study and Ocean 
Study (Sept.-Oct.) under the leadership 
of Roland C. Ross. There will be a post 
session in Forest Study August 4-9. 


It was a disappointment to have to 
leave out many items due to lack of space 
in the March issue. For instance, Dr. 
Wm. G. Vinal (Cap'n Bill) and Dr. 
Matthew J. Brennan (Uncle Matt) con- 
ducted a 10-day workshop June 15-25 at 
New Jersey State School of Conservation 
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devoted to Camping and Outdoor Educa- 
tion for teachers in the school camping 
program. Since over a dozen of last year’s 
group re-enrolled the 1957 course was 
of an advanced nature. 

In August an opportunity will be pro- 
vided for teachers and teacher training 
students to devote from one to three 
weeks to practice teaching in the demon- 
stration school camp. If interested, con- 
tact Mr. Program 
Director, New Jersey State School of 
Conservation, Stokes State Forest, 
Branchville, New Jersey. 


Berton Cummings, 


Roosevelt Centennial 
Planned 


Plans are being formulated by the 
Theodore Roosevelt Centennial Commis- 
sion to celebrate the 1858-1958 Centen- 
nial of the birth of a great naturalist and 
conservationist. Theodore Roosevelt was 
born in New York City on October 27, 
1858 and during a busy life performed 
many acts which led to better recognition 
of our natural resources. 


CorrECTION — We slipped up in the 
last issue and gave Mrs. James S. Blair 
the dubious honor of raising onions. She 
and her Scouts are raising p/nyons from 
seed. 


NOTICE 


Membership in the American Nature Study Society includes a membership card, a 
quarterly NEWSLETTER and the following types of enrollment: 


Group 0 
Group I 
Group II 


— $1.00 Membership only and NEWSLETTER 
- $2.00 Cornell Rural School Leaflet 
— $3.00 Canadian Nature Magazine — 5 issues 


4 issues annually 


Group III — $4.50 Nature Magazine — 10 issues 
Group IV — $4.50 Canadian Nature and Cornell Leaflet 


Group V 


— $6.00 Nature Magazine and Cornell Leaflet 


Group VI — $7.00 Nature Magazine and Canadian Nature 
Group VII — $7.50 Nature Magazine, Canadian Nature, Cornell Leaflet 


Magazines under group VII subscribed to separately would cost $9.00. Send application 


and payment to: 


Dr. Howard E. Weaver, 202 Men's Old Gym, Urbana, IIlinois 


AMERICAN NATURE STUDY SOCIETY 


State Teachers College, Fitchburg, Mass. 
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